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 How many people in history who are doing something good, who are doing something 

innovative, who are challenging the current way of things were called crazy?  Let’s look at a few.    

How about Abraham Lincoln?  Failed in business, had a nervous breakdown, lost about as many 

elections as he won - he’d be crazy to think he could be president.  Right?  What about Mother 

Theresa.  Gave up a pretty comfortable life to minister to the poor and neglected in Calcutta, 

teaching people to love God in their neighbor and she gave comfort to thousands of rejected 

people - Crazy!  Martin Luther King, was he crazy to dream for a time of racial equality (back in 

his time many thought he was).  But now we realize he was correct.  Susan B Anthony spoke out 

to gain woman the right to vote and some laughed and though she was nuts, woman will never be 

able to vote! Your Crazy!  Anyone who pushes back agains the way things are or challenges the 

current worldly wisdom can get labeled as “crazy” - however others may call them “visionary.” 

 Take Jesus himself.  In the Gospel today, Jesus’ family is looking at his ministry, the 

ministry of God made man who would transform the world, and we hear: When his relatives 

heard of this they set out to seize him, for they said, "He is out of his mind.”  What was he doing 

that was so crazy?  Working too hard and not eating enough?  Yet, hard work at that time 

wouldn’t have been seen to be crazy.  Maybe it was his action of casting out the Devil?  At a time 

when people more clearly recognized the presence of the Devil, you think this wouldn't be a 

problem, but his behavior and his teaching was clashing with the establishment of the culture.  

He who is the very presence of God casting out evil is labeled as the Devil himself and called 

“out of his mind.”  Actually he was very much in his mind - the culture had drifted - and the 

establishment was following it and not the realties of God (as our culture is doing). 

 What Jesus was about - what he was trying to do - was to push out the evil in the world 

that the people had become accustomed to.  He was highlighting the presence of evil influences 

in the world and showing that he is the one who can cause that evil to flee.  In the first reading 

we heard about Adam and Eve in the Garden.  Around them were many good things, but also the 

presence of evil influences.  The Devil is embodied in the snake.  He doesn’t do anything too bad 

- nothing too flashy - just a little gentle suggestion.  He played on human weakness and pride.  

He promised the humans something he could not deliver (like the Devil always does).  He 



promises them that if they disobey God, if they do it there way and not God’s way, he tells them 

“your eyes will be opened and you will be like gods.”  This is a major problem in our world, we 

try to do it our way, we want to make the rules and be like God - to be gods ourselves!  We push 

God away and essentially tell God not to guide us - this can lead us to the separation from God in 

this and in the next life.  The serpent says to the woman when she reminds him of God’s warning 

of bringing death on themselves for not following: You certainly will not die!  But that also was a 

lie - they disturbed their relationship with God and for the first time felt they had to hide from 

God.  Being totally naked and unhidden in front of God was not a problem before, now there is 

shame and they hide - they have lost the innocence and openness in their relationship with God.  

 The Good News - the “Gospel” - is that God has come to provide a way that we can get 

back what is lost when we act like Adam and Eve.  They hid themselves from God because they 

had no way to repair the separation from God - we do!  God comes as Jesus to give us a way to 

restore the lost innocence.  This way of restoration begins at Baptism is set right in confession, 

and is centered in the unseen power of the Eucharist.  We heard in our second reading: Therefore, 

we are not discouraged … as we look not to what is seen but to what is unseen; for what is seen 

is [temporary], but what is unseen is eternal.  St. Paul reminds us not to be too distracted by the 

afflictions and problems of life, not to be tempted to cut ourselves off from God by believing the 

lies in our culture that there are not unseen spiritual realities - not to try to cut God out of the 

equation.  Whatever is here, whatever we build is temporary.  Jesus came to restore our 

relationship with the Father so we can again share the joys of a paradise in everlasting life.  

 Adam and Eve doubted God, they doubted God’s gift of life given them in the garden, 

they wanted to improve on paradise - they thought they could know more than God.  That, my 

friends, IS crazy!  When we are tempted by the Devil to look to follow the current trends denying 

the existence and teaching of God, or believe that we don’t have to follow God.  When we look 

for secular self-help to guide us and not trust God to provide for us. When we turn our heart from 

God to the things in the world to be our savior - or even more crazy, we believe ourselves to be 

our own savior - we follow the same deception that tripped up Adam and Eve; and we fall victim 

to the same lies that the Devil continues to spread in our world.  Jesus is not the crazy one - but 

we sometimes are.  Jesus came so that instead of the alienation from God that our self will and 

following ungodly trends brings, we can follow God and be united to Jesus in bonds of familial 

love.  As Jesus says to us today: For whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister. 


